
I want to say a few things about destroyers and destroyermen, about a time when 12 million 
American men and women were in uniform, about a time when our greatest generation was being led by a 
great president and about a time when all Americans were united in a common cause. 
 
On Dec. 7, 1941, when America entered World War II, the U.S. Fleet had only 7 aircraft carriers and 171 
destroyers. 
 
When the war ended the U.S. Fleet had 99 aircraft carriers and 738 destroyers. 
 
98 of those new destroyers were Gearing class destroyers. 
 
What the U.S. Navy learned during the great war was that the next wars would likely be fought using aircraft 
carriers and destroyers, not battleships and cruisers. 
 
On December 9, 1941, president Franklin Roosevelt gave his first Fireside Chat broadcast after that terrible 
day which would live in infamy. 
 
"In my message to the congress yesterday, I said that 'we will make certain that this form of treachery shall 
never endanger us again'.  When we resort to force, as we now must, we are determined that this force 
must be directed toward ultimate good and against immediate evil.  We Americans are not destroyers, we 
are builders." 
 
That is so true, however we are also builders of destroyers.  Only one month after the Pearl Harbor attack, 
Admiral Stark approved the design of the first of a fleet of long-hull destroyers - The Gearing class. Every 
shipmate here served aboard at least one Gearing class destroyer, the USS James E. Kyes.  This is why we are 
gathered here today in San Diego, the home port of the Kyes from the years 1946 to 1954. 
 
President Roosevelt also said this: 
 
"I was about to add that ahead there lies sacrifice for all of us. 
 
But it is not correct to use that word. The United States does not consider it a sacrifice to do all one can, to 
give one's best to our nation, when the nation is fighting for its existence and its future life. 
 
It is not a sacrifice for any man, old or young, to be in the Army or the Navy of the United States. Rather it is 
a privilege." 
 
We have all been privileged to serve in the greatest organization in the world, the U.S. Navy.  We have also 
been privileged to meet and get to know men who served in the greatest conflict in world history, World War 
II.  I can only imagine what it was like to serve under such a great president as Franklin Roosevelt, but our CDR 
Stephens here knows.  It is possible that he listened to FDR's Fireside chat that day along with 62 million other 
Americans.  CDR Stephens was a World War II aviator, but he decided later in his naval career that he wanted 
to serve aboard destroyers. It is obvious that he loved his career aboard destroyers, and especially the Kyes, 
otherwise he would not be here today.  CDR Stephens served as the commanding officer of the Kyes under 
president Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
 
U.S. Navy destroyers are unique in that they are the only warships that are named after Navy and Marine 
Corps heroes.  We can be proud of that heritage, in fact one of our own, Patrick O. Ford, a Kyes shipmate in 
the 1960's, went on to courageously serve aboard a PBR patrol boat in Vietnam, was posthumously awarded 



the Navy Cross and had a U.S. Navy frigate named after him.   In the greatest sea battle in history involving 
hundreds of warships, it was three U.S. Navy destroyers, invoking awe inspiring heroism, that turned the tide 
of battle and helped to win a decisive victory over the Japanese at the Battle of Leyte Gulf.  It was “The Last 
Stand of the Tin Can Sailors”. 
 
President Roosevelt said this too: "The true goal we seek is far above and beyond the ugly field of battle." 
 
Before 1941, much of the world saw America as the great hope for individual freedom and opportunity. After 
1945, much of the world saw America as the great hope for world peace. Why? Because America did not 
celebrate its victory in the same way that victories have been celebrated throughout history, by engorging in 
the spoils of war and new captured territories. 
 
America celebrated its victory by offering the world a new definition of how to wage peace.  By rebuilding the 
war-torn countries and by encouraging creation of strong world defense organizations such as NATO, SEATO 
and the United Nations, America proved to the world that it can provide the leadership to discourage the 
forces that want world domination by dictatorship and totalitarianism.  By creating the strongest Army, Air 
Force and Navy in the world, and only using it for maintaining the peace, America continues to show the world 
that they have no reason to fear it but only to respect it. 
 
In the book "The Mantle of Command", the author made a strong case that FDR's ultimate goal from day one 
was not to win the war, but to win the peace.  He was able to convince Churchill that it was in the interest of 
world peace for England to divest itself of its colonies.  Unfortunately, he did not live long enough to also 
convince de Gaulle that France should divest itself of its colonies.  One of those colonies was Vietnam.  And so, 
we were dragged into another foreign war for which many Americans paid dearly and many of the survivors 
are still suffering today from PTSD and Agent Orange.  74 of those men went to Vietnam in a destroyer, the 
USS Frank E. Evans, and never returned home.  The Frank E. Evans was the only U.S. Navy warship to not 
return home from the Vietnam war. 
 
After the great war - World War II, America did not create monuments to its war machines or its generals, but 
instead it created monuments to its fallen heroes, those who gave their lives for the American way of life and 
world freedom.  It is not only Americans who owe a debt to these fallen heroes, but also the countries in 
which Americans are buried, as this is the only thing ever asked of America's allies, that we be allowed to bury 
our dead on the hallowed ground where they died. 
 
As a proud member of the U.S. Navy it saddens me that most of the Navy dead were never given a resting 
place in which to place flowers or a flag.  These men rest at the bottom of the oceans of the world and so we 
must wear the flowers and the flags in our hearts and our thoughts.   


